
 

Walnut Creek Masters 

Board of Directors Meeting 

October 1, 2013 Minutes 

In attendance were John King, Mike Piazza, Bruce Cousins, Coach Kerry O’Brien, Loren Druz, 
Debbie Swiegert, Bosco, Chris Stewart, Gordon Bell, Ed Lane,  Charlene O’Brien and Barry Behr 

1) On Mike Piazza’s motion and Loren Druz second, the Minutes for the September 
meeting were approved without any changes.  
 

2) John King read an email from Todd Samland, women’s swim coach at the University of 
Nebraska praising the work of Coach Kerry. 
 

3) Charlene O’Brien was Introduced as the new Pacific Masters Registrar (Administrator). It 
was noted that Pacific Masters is now Pacific Masters Swimming and no longer to be 
referred to as PMS. 
 

4) Mike Piazza  gave a financial update showing that expenses will exceed income by about 
$10- 15 thousand and that even with the proposed dues increases, there will be a short 
fall of about $10 thousand for calendar year 2014. Mike also mentioned that the 
coaches will not get a raise this next year.  A campaign for donations will be undertaken 
in the hopes of raising some additional funds to offset the shortfall  and pay for the 
year-end coaches bonuses.  There having been no objections from the membership to 
the dues increases, the Board approved the dues increases as set forth in the email 
notification to the members. 

 
5) Coach’s Update.  We will have 2 new 25 meter lane lines for the October Short Course 

Meters meet. Due to a change in the location the Aquabears meet on the weekend of 
October 19th, the “bring a buddy workout” will be rescheduled.   There are funds 
remaining from the Swimming Saves Lives grant from USMS.  Kerry proposed that we 
use some of the funds to pay for USMS memberships for three of the participants to 
enable them to participate in the Go the Distance program.  They would also be given 
team memberships to try and achieve a goal of 50 miles within 14 months from 



November through calendar year 2014. USMS approval will be required.  The proposal 
was adopted unanimously. 
 

Kerry noted that the Sun Valley program has ended. The participants do not want to 
make it a year long program, but may want to expand it to six months. 
 

6) The City has signed the new contract. 
 

7) There was not much to report on the status of the WC Aquatics Fund’s discussions with 
the City of Walnut Creek. Mayor Silva had suggested closing the pools in the winter to 
save some money.  The Fund Board members are drafting talking point to discuss with 
the City Council members and City staff.  (Since this Board meeting, Mayor Silva has 
written suggesting a meeting with some of the Fund board members. ) 
 

8) Chris and Gordon reported on the upcoming Short Course Meter Meet. So far, 225 
swimmers are registered and usually there is a rash of last minute before registration 
closes. John King noted that there will be a shortage of officials on the Saturday of the 
meet. Team members may be called upon to fill in as judges.  
 

9) Kerry had discussed the use of Swimming Saves Lives funds under the Coaches report. 
(no. 5 above.) 
 

10)  The Board expressed a huge thank you to Loren for hosting the picnic. It was a big 
success. 

 
11) The budget and dues were covered under the financial report (Item 4. Above). 

 
12) There was no new business raised. (check this) 

 
13) The meeting was adjourned shortly after 7 p.m. 


